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so that no favourite could count on a long reign of pillage. Thus, whether by whim or by design, she kept devotion mid hope ever on the stretch; and one might almost apply to her, even at the age of fifty-nine, Shakespeare's description of Cleopatra:
A(!« cannot wither her, nor citatum Male Her infinite variety; othri women flny Tlio iippciUca ihey lecil [ Inn she nmfce» Where mnut «ht
Like the ",'ierpenl ol old Nile," Catharine had nmny weak-nesses; and they might have worked her ruin in the more strenuous agu which fullowetl; hut fnrimie brought her to the front at a limu when t'YedrricIc the (iivat ilfslml tin- fririulfthlp of RuHsiit, uiul when tlapHlmrg policy vacillated lirtwrr-n the conservatism of Maria Thcrom mul UK- viewiness n| her .sun Jo.seph. Thus the O.urina could work her will nn the clrcny-Ing Powcrn, Turkey and I'uliiml, and raiMttd the prosligr nf her Kmuirc to unhnagincd hclghlM.
A few shrewd observers were rt"t clnxxlcd by this splendour. Sir James Harris, who went as lirillsli envoy to Russia in 1778 to cultivate the friendship, and If possible ihc nllinncc, of Cnthnrlnc, rightly probed the Inner weakness of her position. It lay in the suddenness of her rise, the bnrbnrouBncsn of her people, the unblushing pcculullonaof Ministers and officials, and the shiftiness of Muscovite policy. Thin last defer I lit- traced to the pi'i'iilfar-IlicHoflhuKmpiVHH hiT.sdf, which he LhtiNNiiiiinicil up: " Shr has a masculine force of mind, nliMlhitu'y In adhering (•> n plnn, and intrepidity in ihcexccnlinn of it; hut shr want*, thr mure* manly virtues of deliberation, fnrliwiraiirr in pmspcrity. and ,u:t ur.tcy of judgment, while .slit- p<is.ies%rt in ;t high ilrj»u*r tha weaknesses vulgarly aUrihulrd lo her st-x love nf Haltcry and Its Inseparable companion, vanity ; [and] tin inaltt-nlitm Ui niiplranant but snluinry ndvice." Six yrar.f later hr f-liarpc-nrd hi* crllfeiHm and described her us led by her |Mi^umi, mil Uy rciinuu nud argument; her prrjudlcrs, though easily furmtul, wcrr iminrw-ablc; her good opiniun WHH liuble to cun.-.l.iiiL HIM luatioic, and whims; and her resolves inlglii curry her lo any length*!.1 Such, too, wan the opinion of the Quntc He Scgur, the I-Vrnrh ambus-midor, who wrote abotit the Turkish Krhnnc-i rcncwrd in 1787: "We arc ao accustomed lo sec Kt^sia throw hcrnuirnfriiniul into
1 " Mnhuonhury TiiiiritV i, 30^, 5^4,urkey, provided ihut
